Common Abbreviations Thoreau Uses in his Minnesota Notebook

(which are not spelled in their entirety in the annotated transcript)
by Corinne Hosfeld Smith
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Sometimes these abbreviations are followed by periods in the original manuscript; sometimes they are not.  Be flexible!  I have written them here in the manner in which they most often appear in Thoreau’s original notes.

&c = etc. 

ac. = according to

ap. = apparent, apparently, appear
b. = black, as in “b. bird”

beg. = begin

bet = between

des. = described

diam = diameter

do = ditto

doll, dolls = dollar, dollars

E = east

esp. = especially

ev. = evidently

f, fr = flower

ft = foot, feet

G. = Golden, as in “G. rod.”

H. = Hamilton, the surname of the woman who ran the Lake Calhoun boarding house.

I. = island

Ind. or ind. = Indian, Native American

introd. = introduced; refers to a non-indigenous plant

L. = Lake

mid. = middle

ms = miles

N = north

no. = number

O. = oak, as in “O. openings”

op. = opposite, opposing

p. = pitch, as in “p. pine”

Pig. = pigeon, as in “passenger pig.”  Not a squealing mammal.

pr = prairie

prob = probably

R. = river (most often); rose when used in “r. breasted grossbeak”
rd, rds = rod, rods.  One rod = 16.5 feet.
RR = railroad

S = south

sp. = species

sug. = sugar, as in “sug. maple”

v = vide, Latin for “see” or “consult another source.”  Often referred to the flower press  

          where Thoreau kept plant samples or to a reference on another page.

var = variation, variety of species

W = west

yel = yellow
